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 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

Sgt. Alvin Jonker Post 2326 
20 N. FIRST STREET  GRAND HAVEN, MI  49417 

Phone:  616-842-6210   Website:  www.vfwpost2326.org 

Comrades, Sisters, Members of the Dads Post and Men's Auxiliary. 

 

 Give Past Commander Al, a BIG THANK YOU for the GREAT job he did as our 

commander this past year. 

 
 As we embark upon a new year of serving our fellow veterans we will have many new challenges to face 

the greatest of these will be increasing our membership and retaining it. Membership will be my main 

focus this year. 

 

 We are going to have a busy summer this year, especially around Coast Guard time.  We have been asked 

by the festival  committee to host 4 events for them.  So well be asking once again for volunteers to help 

with these events. 

 

 We will be entertaining residents from the Grand Rapids Veterans Home again this year on July 13th. 

 

 Between now and the next newsletter KISS A VET. 

 
 Sam 

  

 

July 

2010 

LADIES AUXILIARY OFFICE MEN’S AUXILIARY 

Carol Verploegh 616-847-8929 ←  President  → Dan Raggl 616-846-3946 
Sally Kemme 616-846-3949 ←  Sr. Vice  → Bill Schippers 616-846-1102 
Beverly Shafer 616-846-5773 ←  Jr. Vice  → Scott Bazany 231-744-5211 
Edna McCarthy 616-842-6586 ←  Secretary  → Brandon Weigel 616-844-2719 
Meg Young 616-846-2418 ←  Treasurer  → Brian Schippers 616-846-6062 
Anne Parchert 616-842-8034 ←  Chaplain  → John Zlotnicki 616-638-0239 

POST OFFICERS 

Commander Sam Young 616-405-1161 
Sr. Vice Gerald Melcher 616-846-2456 
Jr. Vice Jerry Sias 616-433-1764  

Quartermaster John Boese 616-638-4998 
Chaplain Jerry Tripp 616-837-9180 

FACILITY RENTAL 
Barbara Fletcher:  616-846-4669 

HONOR GUARD 
Al Schmidt:  616-502-3747 

COMMNDER’S 

CORNER 

CLUB BOARD 

Sam Young  Chairman  Always Post Commander 
Jerry Melcher  Vice Chairman 3yr Term   

John "Dutch" Ringelberg  Secretary 2yr Term  
John Bosse  Treasurer 3yr Term Always Quarter Master 
Jerry Sias  1 Trustee 2yr Term 
Mark Kelly  2 Trustee 1yr Term 
Ted Raggl  3 Trustee 1yr Term 



 

 
This month's spotlight falls on Past Commander, Jack Maxfield. 

  

Jack was born August 28th, 1945 , in Grand Haven, to Eston and Helen (Ann) Maxfield.  Jack served in the U.S. Army, in Viet-

nam, from 1964 to 1966.  In 1965, Jack married Connie Pray.  They were blessed with five daughters and one son.  They have 

thirty-seven grandchildren, many of whom Jack, and Connie are raising.  Jack held a variety of jobs through the years, working 

at such places as, "Bastian Blessing", "AP Parts" and finally "Integrated Metal Products" where he was hurt in an industrial acci-

dent.  Jack and Connie have been in the "Adult Foster Care Business" for over twenty-two years. Jack has many interests and 

hobbies.  To name a few, Jack has been known to play "Euchre" on more than one occasion.  In fact, he is so good at it, it's hard 

to catch him reneging.  Jack also enjoys deer hunting, but his real love is the VFW.  Jack served as Post Commander for two and 

a half years.  During that time he displayed his generous nature by helping the Club and individuals.  Jack bought and operates 

the "Army Ambulance", with the "VFW" proudly on the side, in all the Grand Haven Parades.  God Bless you Jack, and thanks 

for all you do. 

 Did you know? 

 The term "the whole 9 yards" came from WW11 fighter pilots in the South Pacific.  When arming their airplane on the ground, 

the 50 Cal. machine gun belts measured exactly 27 ft., before being loaded in the fuselage.  If the pilots fired all their ammo at a 

target, it got "the whole 9 yards". 

 On the light side; 

 "Well" snarled the tough old Navy Chief to the bewildered Seaman, "I suppose after you get discharged from the Navy, you'll 

just be waiting for me to die so you can spit on my grave." 

"Not me Chief" the Seaman replied, "once I get out of the Navy, I'm never going to stand in line again." 

 God Bless and looking forward to seeing you at the meeting July, 7th. 

HONOR GUARD ACTIVITIES 

May 

On July 14 our Post will be host to 35 guests from the Grand Rapids 

Veterans Facilities.  They will arrive by bus at our Post at approxi-

mately 11:45.  We will furnish them with a luncheon and entertain-

ment.  Volunteers will be needed to help serve lunch, and some of 

these veterans will need one-on-one help on the entertainment por-

tion.  Please show up to help make this a great day for these veterans. 

NEWS FROM THE  CHAPLAIN 

 
 
 
 

05/02 - Full Honors Military Ritual for Robert Ssteenwyk 
05/07 & 08 - Sold poppies. 
 05/17 - Burned flags 
 05/30 - Attended the Memorial Service at the Grand Haven Presbyterian Church. 
 5/31 - Laid a Wreath at the W.W.L Memorial along with the Commander of the American Legion. 
  Entered our float in the Memorial Day Parade.  A big "thank-you" to Jack Maxfield and his family for putting together 

this float: plus donating his vehicle and trailer. 

  Did the Military Rites at the Enternal Flame, and at Lake Forest Cemetery.  Also a "Thanks" to our guest 

bugler at the Lake Forest Cemetery.   

Thank you Dad’s Auxiliary 

for your  

 

$200 Donation to the Roof 

Fund 

LADIES AUXILIARY 

NEWS 

             

 

    Auxiliary News, July 2010 

 

The Department Convention ended June 27 so the newly installed officers and chairmen assume their 
duties for the ensuing year.  We wish them well and hope everyone gives them their full support. 

 

Grand Haven High School student, Kyle Martin, received the VFW Ward-Goff Scholarship award.  This 

was presented by the Grand Haven Area Community Foundation, which now handles this program for 

the VFW. 

 

We enjoyed the grilled steak dinner in June and look forward to another one on Tuesday, July, 13, 2010, 

from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.  Come and bring your friends, the public is welcome. 

 

We will also be having an “Omelet In A Bag” breakfast on Saturday, July 24th at 8:00 until 10:30 a.m.  

Public is welcome. 

 
The Past Presidents Club of Auxiliary 2326 will be entertaining the Past Presidents from the Holland 

Auxiliary 2144 on Thursday, July 15, 2010.  Dinner will be served at  6:00 p.m.   Please bring 2 items to 

be used for game prizes. 

 

Keep August 7 on your calendar for our annual Coast Guard Breakfast.  This will be all you can eat pan-

cakes, sausage, ham, scrambled eggs, hash browns, toast and juice plus coffee. All this for only $7.00.  

Children under 5 years are free.  Serving from 8:00 a.m. until 11:00. 

 

We offer our condolences to the family of Lorraine Eskildsen who passed away June 1, 2010. 

Save the date-Friday August 13, your lucky 
day.  1st Annual VFW Charity Golf Outing.  Tee 
off at 9 a.m. at Pigeon Creek Golf Club, $60 for 
cart and 18 holes.  Included-hot dogs at the turn, 
Pig Roast after golf, prizes, raffle, refreshment 
carts, just plain fun!  For more information con-
tact Mark Kelley at 502-2843 or log on to 
www.vfwgolf.org .  See you there.  

It's that time again for our 2011 membership drive.  We will be collecting dues for the 2011 calendar 

year.  Dues are $17.00.  Also all life members cancer insurance of $5.00 is due. 

You can send it to  Meg Young, 1231 Marion, Grand Haven, MI 49417 or pay at the Post. 

We will also be offering the years free membership for all members that pay by our August  

meeting.  A drawing will be held at that meeting. 

July's raffle prize is of local 
spirit.  We will be raffling a 
Case of Local Wine from Local 
Vintners that you may 
know!!  John "Dutch" Ringel-
berg-Dutch Cellar's, Wendy 
Siemion-Piracy Cellars, Phil 
Lawrence-Integrity Wine.  Join 
in the fun to win and be ready 
for Coast Guard Festival En-
tertaining!!  These wines do 
not have a long shelf life so 
drink up.  

Jeff Kelley will now be updating the website for the VFW.  If 

you have any information that you would like posted please 

send an email to jkelley74@charter.net. 

http://www.vfwgolf.org

